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Heimel  Makes  Program  Changes, 
Then  Heads  for  Hills. 


by  Stevve  Heimel 

This  July,  the  migratory  nature  of  the 
KPFT  staff  becomes  apparent.  Some  of 
this  is  caused  by  an  acute  inability  to  af- 
ford air  conditioning,  or  much  of  anything 
for  that  matter. 

For  whatever  reason,  midsummer 
generally  harkens  a  time  for  change  at  the 
radio  station  and  this,  our  bicentennial 
year,  is  no  exception. 

Where's  the  M90N? 

Where  is  the  rest  of  the  Mighty  90 
News? 

Well,  we  are  working  on  it,  but  it  is 
going  to  be  late  due  to  financial  problems. 
We  are  waiting  for  enough  of  the  paper's 
accounts  receivables  to  come  in  to  pay  the 
paper's  accounts  payable  and  go  to  press 
once  more. 

Meanwhile,  we  thought  we  should  at 
least  send  you  the  program  guide  and  a 
brief  description  of  our  financial  situation. 

June  was  the  best  month  for  regular 
subscriber  income  that  we  have  had  in  the 
last  year.  Were  it  not  for  the  fact  that  we 
have  so  many  old  bills,  we  would  have 
broken  even  in  June  and  that  for  us,  is  a 
very  progressive  step. 

In  the  August  issue,  we  will  prepare  a 
special  report  that  will  go  into  con- 
siderable detail  on  our  total  financial 
position. 

Because  of  our  past  due  bills,  we  con- 
tinue to  be  hard-pressed  in  the  extreme, 
but  the  recent  growth  of  listener-support 
convinces  us  that  Pacifica  in  Houston  will 
prevail.  Every  dollar  that  you  can  spare  for 
us  will  hasten  that  process. 

Thank  you  very  much  for  your  support 

Democratic  Convention 
Coverage  Planned 

News  reporters  and  technicians  from  all 
five  Pacifica  radio  stations  will  gather  in 
New  York  City  July  12-16  for  extensive 
coverage  of  the  Democratic  National  Con- 
vention. 

When  events  warrant,  KPFT  will  switch 
to  New  York  through  our  satellite  con- 
nection (see  article  elsewhere  in  this  issue) 
for  live  coverage.  There  will  also  be  a  daily 
wrap-up  of  the  day's  events.  Stay  tuned  to 
FM90  for  further  details  on  the  schedule  of 
convention  reports. 

The  coverage  will  focus  on  activities 
both  inside  and  outside  the  convention 
hall,  as  well  as  on  the  actions  of  the  Texas 
delegation. 

KPFT  News  Director  Chris  Stanley  and 
Chief  Engineer  Joe  Bleakie  will  join  the 
Pacifica  team  in  New  York. 
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I'll  be  out  of  town  until  Bastille  Day,  al- 
though I  may  magically  appear  on  the  air 
through  the  telephonic  medium  from  time 
to  time.  While  I'm  away,  Bob  Rogers  will 
assume  my  programming  duties,  and  with 
help  from  Jan  Hatch  and  Howard 
Reynolds,  Alice  Rickel  will  handle  my 
public  affairs  responsibilities. 

First,  I'll  attend  the  National  Alternative 
Radio  Conference  (NARC)  deep  within  the 


Colorado  Rockies.  Then  I  plan  an  exten- 
sive mountaineering  expedition  until  my 
return. 

As  far  as  radio  goes,  July  looks  like  one 
hell  of  a  month. 

We  will  be  continuously  plugged  into 
the  July  4  events  in  Philadelphia  and 
Washington  through  both  Pacifica  and  the 
National  Federation  of  Community  Broad- 
casters (NFCB).  We  also  expect  to  have 
our  own  crew  (as  well  as  a  dozen  other 
Pacifica  people)  covering  the  Democratic 
National  Convention  in  New  York  City 
later  in  the  month. 

People  leaving  temporarily  include 
Chris  Stanley  (to  New  York  for  the  con- 
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Confessions  of  a 
Commercial  Refugee 


by  Bob  Rogers 

KPFT  Station  Manager 

When  I  was  working  in  commercial 
radio,  I  hardly  ever  thought  about  non- 
commercial radio.  Non-commercial  radio, 
or  public  radio  as  it  is  sometimes  called, 
was  the  rather  dull  and  awkward-sounding 
college-owned  station  down  at  the  left  end 
of  the  FM  dial. 

Sure,  it  was  true  that  there  were  no 
commercials,  which  was  nice,  but  I  always 
got  the  feeling  that  I  was  listening  to  some- 
thing other  than  "the  radio."  Then  too,  I 
was  never  to  clear  on  the  moral  distinction 
between  corporations  and  colleges,  so 
being  owned  by  a  college  or  rented  to  a 
corporate  sponsor  seemed  about  the  same 
thing.  Plus,  the  colleges  didn't  even  know 
how  to  make  it  sound  good. 

I  had  heard  about  an  outfit  called  Pacifi- 
ca, that  was  operating  several  stations  on 
listener-support.  That  seemed  like  a  good 
idea,  but  I  had  serious  doubts  that  people 
would  ever  go  for  it.  It  seemed  to  me  that 
listener-supported  radio  would  work  only 
in  a  better  world,  of  which  I  saw  precious 
little  evidence. 

I  certainly  never  intended  to  get  in- 
volved personally  with  something  as 
idealistic  as  listener-supported  radio.  I 
figured  I  knew  too  much  about  radio  and 
too  much  about  people  to  ever  go  for  that. 
I  figured  I  was  smart  enough  to  just  keep 
on  making  that  money  and  doing  that 
commercial  radio  thing.  1  figured  I  was 
pretty  well  set. 

1  figured  wrong. 

I  thought  that  the  damned  commercials 
would  never  get  to  me,  but  they  did. 

I  thought  that  I  could  live  with  the  sham 
of  commercial  r-y^id  existing  as  a  service  to 
the  public,  but  r  could  not. 


I  thought  that  I  could  bop  all  the  way  to 
the  bank  with  my  ill-gotten  gains,  but  I 
broke  down  on  the  way  and  I  could  not  do 
it  anymore. 

So  I  decided  to  cash  in  my  chips  and 
move  to  the  mountains  to  write  poetry. 

On  my  way  to  the  mountains,  through  a 
series  of  accidents  and  coincidences,  I 
wound  up  in  Houston  managing  a  listener- 
supported  Pacifica  station.  That  was  one 
year  ago.  It  has  been  one  hell  of  a  year. 
During  that  year,  I  have  had  to  re-examine 
nearly  all  of  my  ideas  about  myself,  the 
radio,  people,  and  the  world. 

I  think  that  I  have  learned  a  lot  and  I 
think  that  there  is  a  lot  more  to  learn. 

It  has  been  a  period  of  growth  and  has 
been  accompanied  by  the  pains  of  growth. 

It  has  been  alternately  frightening  and 
exhilerating,  but  always  very  interesting. 

I  look  forward  to  the  second  year  (at 
least  in  my  better  moments).  Although  I 
still  think  about  mountains  and  writing 
and  a  quiet  life,  I  cannot  bring  myself  to 
any  real  plans  for  leaving  Pacifica.  Maybe 
later.  For  now,  there  Is  much  to  be  done 
here. 

After  a  year,  I  can  see  how  very  simple  it 
can  be  to  have  a  viable  listener-supported 
Pacifica  station  in  Houston.  I  have  reached 
that  point  where  somebody  is  supposed  to 
shout  "Eureka!"  or  something. 

It  works!  There  are  no  commercials! 
There  are  no  salesmen!  There  is  no  univer- 
sity! 

There's  just  the  radio  and  the  people 
and  it  works.  It  is,  after  all,  a  better  world. 

To  be  sure,  we  do  have  our  financial 
problems.  The  station  continues  to  limp 
from  one  financial  crisis  to  another,  but  we 
will  prevail. 

As  time  passes,  the  station  reminds  me 


vention  coverage),  Don  Sanders  (to  fulfill 
an  unexpectedly  heavy  performance 
schedule),  Tom  Bickley  and  Scott  Som- 
mers.  who  will  be  vacationing.  A  small 
contingent  of  KPFTers  also  plan  to  travel 
to  the  west  coast  in  late  July. 

This  means  we  have  had  to  institute 
some  rather  major  programming  changes. 
With  Chris  Stanley  in  New  York  for  much 
of  the  month,  the  News  Department  will 
have  its  hands  full  and  will  probably  need 
an  influx  of  volunteer  help. 

Alice  Rickel,  moving  to  Public  Affairs, 
will  no  longer  deliver  the  morning  news. 
Instead,  we  will  air  the  National  Public 
Radio  (NPR)  Morning  Information  Service 
at  7:00  and  8:00  a.m. 

Roger  B.  Protection,  most  recently  your 
morning  radio  host,  will  move  to  the  after- 
noons, and  "Clutch"  Cargo  will  replace 
him  in  the  6:00  to  9:00  a.m.  slot  on  week- 
days. 

Monterrey  Jack  Cheez'  fanatic 
following  will  be  able  to  catch  his  act  three 
hours  earlier  in  the  month  of  July,  begin- 
ning at  Midnight  weekday  mornings. 

Don  Sanders  (also  known  as  Donnie  Joe 
DeeJay).  will  be  gone  for  about  two  mon- 
ths. His  Monday  evening  slot  will  continue 
to  feature  talented  local  musicians  and  will 
be  hosted  by  Larry  Foster  until  Don's 
return.  Larry  will  also  be  heard  3:00  to 
6:00  a.m.  most  weekday  mornings. 

Paul  Yeager,  a  familiar  voice  from 
Pacifica's  past,  will  substitute  for  Tom 
Bickley  on  Sunday's  Musica  Omniviga 
program. 

During  July,  much  of  the  program 
material  we  have  been  using  in  the  1 1 :00 
p.m.  Final  Hour  broadcasts  will  be  inte- 
grated into  the  regular  daily  flow,  particu- 
larly during  the  early  afternoon  hours. 
However,  several  programs  will  continue 
in  these  11:00  p.m.  time  slots.  Nuggets 
will  continue  on  Sunday  nights,  Seeds,  on 
Wednesday  nights  and  Avant-Garde  on 
Thursday  nights. 

Based  on  the  way  things  look  at  this 
writing,  these  are  the  changes  for  July. 
Other  changes  may  become  necessary  as 
the  summer  heats  up  and  the  pace  of 
political  activity  heightens. 

And  there  may  be  changes  made  in  re- 
sponse to  your  feedback  as  well.  Bob 
Rogers,  the  station  Manager,  will  be  acting 
as  Program  Director  in  my  absence.  Each 
Saturday  at  Noon,  he  will  appear  on  the  air 
to  read  your  letters  and  to  respond  to  your 
criticisms. 

Let  him  know  how  you  feel. 
*     *     » 

(Stevve  Heimel  is  Pacifica/KPFT's  Pro- 
gram Director.) 

Pacifica  to  Link  Via  Satellite 

This  month,  the  five  Pacifica  radio 
stations  plus  the  Pacifica  Washington 
News  Bureau,  Pacifica  Program  Services 
(PPS)  and  the  Pacifica  Foundation  office 
will  begin  a  nationwide  satellite  hook-up. 

The  satellite  will  be  used  to  send  and  re- 
ceive news  reports  to  and  from  our  sister 
stations  and  to  facilitate  inter-station  com- 
munications. 

The  cost  of  the  satellite  system  will  be 
more  than  offset  by  the  money  saved  on 
long  distance  telephone  calls. 

of  a  snowball  rolling  down  a  hill.  It  just  gets 
bigger  and  bigger  as  more  people  figure 
out  that  it  is  their  snowball  too  and  they 
jump  on. 

Ain't  no  reason  not  to  be  on  a  snowball 
if  its  moving  freely,  right? 

Today,  we  are  still  the  smallest  of  the 
Pacifica  stations.  At  the  moment,  we  are 
also  the  hardest-pressed.  Still,  we  are  the 
fastest-growing  one.  That  makes  KPFT  the 
most  possible  radio  station  in  the  country. 
Thank  you  for  that. 

It  is  no  small  matter  when  people  create 
alternative  and  new  possibilities  for  them- 
selves. It  is  a  hopeful  sign  for  anyone^who 
is  working  for  some  fundamental  changes 
in  our  society. 

Thank  you  for  your  rapidly  increasing 
support  and  encouragement.  It  is  very 
much  needed  and  appreciated. 


JULY  PROGRAM 


Extensive  July  4  Live 
Coverage  Planned 

KPFT  will  air  Pacificas  live  coverage 
of  Bicentennial  activities  in  both 
Washington  and  Philadelphia  on  the 
Fourth  of  July.  Reporters  from  all  five 
Pacifica  stations  plus  the  Washington 
News  bureau  will  be  on-hand  to  interpret 
the  events. 

The  live  coverage  will  pre-empt  much 
of  the  daytime  programming  that  day,  and 
will  begin  at  9:00  a.m. 


Bicentennial  Series  Ends 

As  we  approach  the  Bicentennial 
Fourth  of  July,  Pacifica  Radio's  Give 
Me  Some  Truth  public  affairs  series 
will  conclude  with  two  programs. 

On  July  1,  you'll  hear  a  special  pro- 


gram detailing  links  between  U.S.  in- 
telligence agencies  and  organized 
crime. 

On  July  2,  Carl  Oglesby,  a  founder  of 
the  Students  for  a  Democratic  Society 
(SDS),  will  delineate  his  "Cow- 
boy/Yankee" theory  of  political  power. 

These  programs  will  be  aired  at  9:00 
p.m.  on  these  dates. 

Daly  Announces  Poetry 
Schedule 

Mary  Daly.  KPFT's  poetry  coor- 
dinator, has  announced  the  schedule  of 
poets  reading  their  works  Monday  af- 
ternoons at  1 :30  p.m. 

Don  Theye  will  be  featured  July  5. 
Evelyn  Hartman  will  read  her  poetry 
July  12.  The  Sand  Mountain  Poets 
Workshop  will  be  aired  July  19.  And 
Lonnie  Poy  will  read  his  work  July  26. 

Enviromental  Programming  Set 
Embrace  the  Earth,  Pacifica  Radio's 
focus  of  environmental  concerns  heard 
Wednesday  mornings  from  9:00  to 
noon,  will  feature  readings  from  the 
Congressional  Record  on  the  econo- 
mics of  nuclear  power  on  July  7. 
Bill    Lammey    of    E.A.R.T.H.    (The 


Earth  Awareness  Research  Team, 
Houston)  will  guest  on  the  July  14 
program. 

Dr.  Frank  Fisher  of  Rice  University 
will  talk  about  coastal  enviromental 
zones  July  21 . 

And  on  the  28th.  Embrace  the  Earth 
will  focus  on  the  critical  garbage  situ- 
ation in  New  York  City. 

Crystal  Egg  Looks  at  Hack 

Driver's  Houston 

The  Crystal  Egg.  a  KPFT  Public  af- 
fairs presentation  aired  Wednesday 
evenings  following  Life  on  Earth,  will 
present  a  view  of  Houston  as  seen 
through  the  eyes  of  a  taxicab  driver  on 
July  7. 

A  discussion  of  different  myths  of 
creation  is  planned  for  the  July  28 
Crystal  Egg. 

Hobart  Taylor  hosts. 

Rural  Blues  Special  to  be  Aired 

"Sweet  Home  Comes  Before 
Chicago,"  an  hour-long  special  of  high- 
lights of  the  Blues  Project  taped  col- 
lection of  rural  Arkansas  Blues,  will  air 
on  KPFT  July  9  at  11:00  p.m. 

The  program,  presented  by  Lorenzo 


Thomas,  was  recorded  in  Pine  Bluff, 
Arkansas,  and  also  features  interviews 
with  folklorist  collectors  of  the  region. 


Birdie  Kypke  is  KPFT's  volunteer  co- 
ordinator. Contact  her  if  you  can  help. 

photo  by  Dan  Hollins. 


WEEKDAY 


KPFT's  weekday  programming  breaks  down 
to  times  of  high  music  content  and  high  in- 
formation content.  Generally  speaking,  times 
of  high  information  content  are: 

8  to  9  a.m.:  News,  features  and  music. 
Noon:  News  at  noon 

6  to  9  p.m.:  News,  music  and  information. 
Life  on  Earth,  KPFT's  comprehensive  news 
program  starts  at  6  p.m.  and  runs  until  all  the 
new  is  delivered.  It  is  followed  by  various 
types  of  feature  programming,  hosted  by 
Michael  Levine,  Hobart  Taylor,  Tony  Bennett, 
Jack  Cheez,  Steeve  Heimel,  Alice  Rickel, 
and  Chris  Stanley. 


PEOPLE'S 
GOVERNMENT 

Tuesdays  at  7:30  p.m. 

KPFT's  effort  to  keep  the  public  informed 
about  developments  and  issues  in  the  news 
which  affect  the  rights  and  actions  of  citizens. 
Includes  a  review  of  the  issues  of  the  past 
week's  news  and  guests,  with  regular  partici- 
pation by  members  of  the  Texas  Consumer 
Association. 

FOLKSAY 
Mondays  at  7:30 

Ed  Badeaux  and  Joseph  F.  Lomax  will  lead 
a  weekly  exploration  into  areas  of  folk  and 
other  self-crafted  music 

The  series  will  explore  and  illuminate 
the  roots  of  today's  pop  music... mountain 
music  to  bluegrass  to  modern  Nashville... 
blues  and  spirituals  to  rhythm  &  blues  to 
today's  rock  &  roll.  Badeaux,  who  first  began 
Folksay  in  1955  as  Houston's  first  folk  music 


radio  program  on  KUHF-FM,  is  a  guitarist 
and  folk  performer,  an  original  founder  of  the 
Houston  Folklore  Society,  and  a  past  editor 
of  Sing  Out!,  a  national  folksong  magazine. 
Lomax  is  a  Houston  folklorist  and  writer  and 
producer,  and  is  the  son  of  the  late  John  A. 
Lomax,  Jr.,  one  of  Houston's  prime 
folksingers.  Occasional  guest  experts  will 
include:  Mack  McCormick,  folklorist  and 
consultant  with  the  Smithsonian  Institute; 
Pete  Wheeler,  dulcimer  maker  and  traditional 
music  afficionado;  and  Ed  Doughtie, 
professor  of  English  and  a  teacher  of  folklore 
at  Rice  University. 

EMBRACE  THE 
EARTH 

Wednesdays  at 
9:00  a.m. 

Every  Wednesday  morning,  KPFT  airs  the 
only  ecology  program  to  be  heard  in  Hous- 
ton. Stevve  Heimel  weaves  environmental 
information,  interviews,  and  music  through 
the  morning  hours  from  9  to  noon.  Energy, 
weather,    wildlife,    land   use,    environmental 


Thanks  to  your  support,  in  both  donating  and  buying  items.  KPFT's  New  Moon  Madness  garage  sale  was  a  grand  success. 

photo  by  Dan  Hullms 


chemicals,  and  transportation  are  among  the 
subject  areas  regularly  dealt  with. 

THE  CRYSTAL  EGG 
and  CARIBBEAN 
ADVENTURE 
Wednesdays  at 
7:30  p.m. 

Hobart  Taylor  and  Tony  Bennett  alternate 
programs  about  minorities  in  Houston  and 
Third  World  concerns. 

SEEDS 

Thursdays  at  2:00  p.m. 

Esoteric  and  metaphysical  ideas  gathered  and 
presented  by  Scott  Cluthe 

AVANT  GARDE 
Thursdays  at 

11:00  p.m. 

Some  people  wouldn't  call  this  music.  In  fact, 
when  some  of  this  music  is  heard  in  concert 
halls,  members  of  the  audience  have  been 
known  to  walk  out  in  anger  and  even  riot. 
The  music  of  the  avant-garde  is  undoubtedly 
the  cutting  edge  of  the  exploration  of  the 
world  of  sound.  Scott  Sommers  hosts  a 
weekly  tour  through  the  musical  perceptions 
of  the  avant  garde  composer. 

JO  ANNE  CUSACK 
Fridays  at  11:00  a.m. 

A  psychic  and  devout  New  Age  adherent, 
Jo  Anne  Cusack  brings  news  from  the  esoteric 
community,  interviews  guests,  and  takes  calls 
from  listeners. 

TWO  WAY  RADIO 
Fridays  at  7:30  p.m. 

The  Week's  news  is  subject  to  inspection  and 
commentary  by  our  listeners.  KPFT  News 
Department  staffers  host  this  program  and 
stand  ready  to  talk  with  listeners  about  the 
news. 

INLET 

Fridays  at  8:00  p.m. 

This  is  the  community's  opportunity  to  get 
the  straight  dope.  Staffers  from  the  Inlet 
Drug  Crisis  Center  talk  about  what  is  on  the 
streets  and  are  ready  to  take  calls.  Jack  Cheez 
is  the  host. 


WEEKEND 


KPFT's  weekends  are  broken  down  into  a 
scintillation  of  very  diverse  areas  of  interest. 
Everything  from  talk  to  classical  to  ethnic  to 
country  and  gospel.  Weekends  are  a  time  to 
use  your  ears  to  open  your  mind  to  the  many 
very  different  things  that  are  going  on  in  our 
community.  News  updates  are  broadcast  on 
Saturdays  and  Sundays  at  5  p.m. 

EYE  OF  DAY 

Saturdays  and 
Sundays  at  6:00  a.m. 

KPFT  greets  the  rising  sun  with  a  montage 
of  ethnic  music,  jazz,  classical  music,  and 
poetry.  Hosted  by  Vanessa  Cargo. 

SUGAR  AND  SPICE 
Saturdays  at  9:00  a.m. 

A  program  of  women's  words  and  music. 
Alice  Rickel  speaks  with  guests  from  Houston's 
feminist  organizations,  takes  phone  calls.  Music 
runs  a  spectrum  from  Billie  Holiday  to  Judy 
Garland  to  Meg  Christian. 

COUNTERPOINT 
Saturdays  at 
10:00  a.m. 

A  Saturday  morning  breather  of  restful  classi- 
cal music,  hosted  by  Thorn  Clark.  Your  re- 
quests are  welcome. 

MUSIC  OF  INDIA 
Saturdays  at  11:00  a.m. 

Popular  music,  classical  music,  and  movie 
soundtracks  from  India.  A  bilingual  program 
hosted  by  Meena  Deadt.  Includes  a  calendar 
of  current  events  in  Houston's  Indian  com- 
munity. 

MANAGER'S  REPORT 
and  MAILBAG 
Saturdays  at  Noon. 

A  forum  for  KPFT's  listeners.  Manager  Bob 
Rogers  gives  a  report  and  reads  the  week's 
accumulation  of  listener  mail.  Telephone  feed- 
back is  encouraged.  Most  staff  members  make 
a  point  of  hearing  this  program,  which  helps 
us  get  a  feel  for  how  the  community  is  res- 
ponding to  our  efforts  to  communicate  ef- 
fectively and  gain  support. 

A  MUSICAL  TROT 
WITH  LISELOTTE 
Sundays  at  9:00  a.m. 

With  her  200th  Pacifica  program  be- 
hind her,  Liselotte  Babin  keeps  her 
Musical  Trot  in  high  gear  with  a  nostal- 
gia program,  featuring  operettas  and 
musicals  set  for  July  1-1. 

Also,  she  will  present  a  hit  parade  of 
German  pop  tunes  on  the  25th. 

The  Musical  Trot  with  Liselotte 
scheduled  for  9:00  a.m.  Sundays,  will 


be  pre-empted  on  the  Fourth  of  July  by 
KPFT's  live  coverage  of  Bicentennial 
activities  in  Philadelphia  and 
Washington.       -  , 

MOVEMENT  THEORY 
Sundays  at  4:00  p.m. 

Marsha  Carter's  program  dealing  with  the 
problems,  expressions,  and  successes  of 
women. 

THE  BLUEGRASS 

EXPRESS 

Sundays  at  5:00  p.m. 

Three  solid  hours  of  bluegrass  music,  with 
frequent  live  picking  and  fiddling.  Tony  Ull- 
rich is  the  host. 

• 

THE  BRIARPATCH 
Sundays  at  8:00  p.m. 

A  talk  show  with  Thorne  Drcyer.  Telephone 
participation  invited.  Guests  to  be  announced. 

NUGGETS 

Sundays  at  11:00  p.m. 

A  music  program  about  music.  New  releases, 
imports,  forgotten  masterpieces,  early  obscure 
efforts  by  artists  now  well-known.  Thorn 
Clark  and  guests. 

MUSIC  SELDOM 

HEARD 

Sundays  at  2:00  p.m. 

Music  Seldom  Heard  (Sunday  after- 
noons at  2:00)  provides  alternative 
classical  music  programming  for  the 
Houston  area.  The  emphasis  is  on 
music  of  the  18th,  19th  and  20th  cen- 
turies, with  frequent  forays  into  the 
music  of  other  cultures. 

The  July  4  program  will  be  pre- 
empted by  KPFT's  live  coverage  of 
events  in  Washington  and  Philadelphia. 

The  July  11  program  is  entitled 
"Music  1900-1920."  It  will  trace  the 
origins  of  a  distinctive  American  music 
and  the  apparent  decline  of  the  ro- 
mantic tradition  in  Europe.  Scheen- 
berg's  Verklarte  Nachte  and  Ives'  Third 


Violin  Sonata  are  among  the  featured 
pieces. 

Two  great  but  neglected  composers, 
Jancek  and  Victoria,  will  be  the  center 
of  the  July  18  program. 

And  the  July  25  presentation  will 
feature  harp  and  guitar  music.  The  harp 
compositions  are  by  Mozart,  Tansman 
and  Roussel.  The  guitar  music  is  by 
Villa-Lobos,  Castelnueve-Tedesco  and 
others. 

Requests  for  future  programming  for 
Music  Seldom  Heard  are  encouraged. 


MUSICA  OMNIVAGA 
Sundays  at  Noon 

With  Tom  Bickley  in  England,  Musica 
Omnivaga  will  continue  roaming 
through  various  fields  of  music  with  a 
new  host,  Paul  Yeager. 

Paul  will  continue  to  play  rennais- 
sance  music,  but  will  probably  increase 
the  ration  of  ethnic  music. 

Musica  Omnivaga  is  heard  each  Sun- 
day at  noon  on  FM90 


Sweet  Home  Comes  Before  Chicago 
Blues  is  Alive  and  Well  In  Arkansas 


Most  of  us  know  the  Blues  as  the  music 
of  the  Texas  Brazos  bottom  or  the  Mississi- 
ppi delta,  but  the  origins  of  the  music  are 
tied  to  the  delta  country  of  Arkansas  as 
well.  And,  judging  from  Pine  Bluff's  June 
29th  Blues  Festival,  the  music  is  as  vibran- 
tly alive  in  Arkansas  today  as  it  is  on 


THE  ESSENTIAL 
ARKANSAS  BLUES 

Sonny  Boy  Williamson,  King  Biscuit  Time, 
Arhoolie  LP  2020.  Recorded  in  the  1940s. 
Arhoolie  Production  Co.  P.O.  Box  9195. 
Berkeley.  CA  94709. 

Anthology  of  the  Blues.  Arkansas  Blues.  Archive 
series  no.  7.  Kent  Records  KST-9007.  Recor- 
ded 1951-52.  Kent  Records.  5810  South  Nor- 
mandie  Avenue.  Los  Angeles,  CA  90044. 

Son  Seals.  The  Son  Seals  Band.  Alligator  AL 
4703.  Contemporary  Blues...  from  Sweet 
Home  to  Chicago.  Alligator  Records.  P.O.  Box 
11741.  Chicago.  ILL  60611. 


Chicago's  southside  where  many  of  the 
musicians  from  these  parts  have  found  a 
home.  Actually,  starting  in  the  1930s, 
Helena,  Arkansas  was  the  real  center  of 
the  Blues  by  virtue  of  Sonny  Boy  William- 
son's daily  "King  Biscuit  Time"  program 
which  was  broadcast  live  on  KFFA.  The  list 
of  major  Blues  artists  who  sat  in  with 
Williamson  during  the  program's  nearly 
twenty  years  run  is  nothing  short  of 
astounding. 

A  similar  fire  was  generated  by  the 
University  of  Arkansas'  Blues  Project 
which  culminated  in  the  June  concert  at 
the  Civic  Center  Auditorium  in  Pine  Bluff. 
Little  Rock's  famous  Larry  Davis  was  fea- 
tured in  a  Blues-busting  lineup  that  in- 
cluded Calvin  Leavy,  Cedell  (Biq  G)  Davis, 
the  Sounds  of  Soul  from  Osceola,  Ark., 
Nelson  Carson,  and  the  Smith  Family. 


Willie  Wright  at  home  in  Sweet  Home, 

Arkansas.  Photo  by  Cheryl  Cohon 

The  Blues  Project,  which  included  the 
collection  of  tapes  and  photographs 
documenting  Arkansas  Blues  musicians, 
was  an  official  Bicentennial  project  direct- 
ed by  Louis  Guida.  A  touring  exhibit  of 
Cheryl  Cohen's  photographs  of  the  artists 
opened  in  conjunction  with  the  concert. 

On  July  9th  at  11  PM,  KPFT  will  pre- 
sent "Sweet  Home  Comes  Before  Chi- 
cago," an  hour-long  special  of  highlights 
from  the  Blues  Project's  taped  collection 
of  Arkansas  Blues.  The  program  also  in- 
cludes an  interview  with  collector  Guida 
which  was  recorded  in  Pine  Bluff  by  Paci- 
fica's  Lorenzo  Thomas. 
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KPFT  Staff 

General  Manager  —  Bob  Rogers 
Program  Director  —  Stevve  Heimel 
Business  Manager  -  Sandy  Jensen 
Development  Director  —  Gavan  Duffy 
News  Director  —  Chris  Stanley 
Music  Director  —  Mike  Curtiss 
Chief  Engineer  —  Joe  Bleakie 
Traffic  Director  —  David  Rickmers 
Production  Director  —  Scott  Campbell 
Listener  Support  Dept.  —  Vanessa  Cargo     Larry  Foster 
Volunteer  Coordinator  —  Birdie  Kypke 
NPR  Coordinator  —  Alice  Rickel 

Also,  Jimmy  Ashley,  Mike  August,  Liselotte  Babin.  Bob  Babin,  Jane'Breen,  Jim  Bob  Bar- 
nett,  Tom  Bickley,  Susan  Carmalt,  Scott  Cluthe,  Frank  Cargo,  Thome  Dreyer,  Tim 
Fleck,  Gina  Fleming,  Tracy  Gehman,  Jim  Higgins,  Carter  Smith,  Lawrence  Jones,  J.B. 
Kincaid,  Bob  Love,  Betty  Maldonado,  Howard  Reynolds,  Don  Sanders,  Jeff  Salzberg, 
Tony  Ullrich,  Ricky  Waters.  Hobart  Taylor,  Jim  Ward.  K.  Wayne.  Scott  Sommers, 
Michael  Levine,  Becky  Sullivan,  John  Snyder,  Michael  Porter,  Paddock  Smith,  Robert 
Lloyd,  Thorn  Clark,  Rudy  Garcia,  Joe  Dominguez,  Jan  Hatch,  Mary  Daly,  Rick  Williams. 
Frank  Martin,  Debra  Danburg,  Jackie  Detwiler,  Meena  Deadt,  Pat  Grealy  and  anyone 
else  we  may  have  missed.  Thls  progrant  gulde  prepared  by  Gavan  Duffy. 

Pacifica/KPFT  Local  Advisory  Board 

Thelma  Meltzer  (chair),  Mike  Davis,  Lorenzo  Thomas,  Steve  Glaser,  Margie  Glaser,  Ger- 
trude Barnstone,  David  Duncan,  John  Henry  Faulk,  Joe  Holton,  Peter  Papademetriou, 
Rick  Prinz,  Al  Reinert,  Danny  Samuels,  Bill  Swenson  (secretary),  Ron  Waters,  John 
Tucker,  John  Brinkley,  Jim  Baldauf,  James  Blue,  Mary  Daly,  Melissa  Jones. 


Pacifica  Foundation  National  Board 

R.  Gordon  Agnew  (hon.  chair).  Ken  Jenkins  (chair).  David  Finkel  (president)    Jonas 
Rosenfield,  Jr..  Thelma  Meltzer,  Peter  Franck,  Oscar  Hanigsberg,  George  Fox,  Isabel 
Alegria,  Joseph  Belden,  Carol  Breshears.  Charles  Brousse.  Mike  Davis.  Ralph  Engelman 
Edwin  A.  Goodman.  Danny  Samuels.  Peter  Tagger.  Tracy  Westen. 


KPFT  it  a  noncommercial,  listener  iponsortid  radio  station, 
licensed  lo  I  ho  Pacifies  Foundation,  a  non-endowed,  non-profit, 
volunteer-operated  organiiallon.  with  stations  In  Los  Angeles. 
Berkeley.  New  York  City.  Washington.  D  C  and  Houston  Pacifica 
also  maintains  a  Washington  News  Bureau  and  a  nation-wide  pro- 
gramming service. 

KPFT  is  also  an  affiliate  of  NPR  —  National  Public  Radio 

KPT  broadcasts  news,  public  affairs,  community  events,  music 
and  other  cultural  programming  24  hours  per  day.  seven  days  per 
week.  The  station  broadcasts  at  an  effective  radiated  power  ol 
48.000  watts,  with  authorization  from  the  Federal  Com- 
munications Commission  lo  operate  at  approximately  100.000 
walls. 

KPFT  is  funded  In  part  by  the  Corporation  of  Public  Broadcast 
ing  (CPB)  and  the  National  Endowment  for  the  Arts  INEAI 
Primarily  however.  KPFT  is  lunded  by  Its  listening  audience.  The 


station  does  not  send  bills  lo  Its  supporters,  nor  is  any  contractual 
obligation  asked 

Each  month.  KPFT  malls  each  listener  a  comprehensive  Radio 
Guide,  which  details  the  stations  monthly  programming  With 
that  program  guide,  a  business  reply  envelope  is  also  senl. 

It  Is  the  hope  of  KPFT  that  each  listener  will  return  the  envelope 
with  their  monthly  support  payment  Five  dollars  monthly  is  the 
suggested  supporter  amount.  Each  listener  who  regularly  supports 
the  station  In  this  manner  receives  a  KPFT  Supporter  ID.  Card, 
which  entitles  that  person  to  free  tickets,  albums,  etc..  given  away 
at  various  times  over  the  air 

To  receive  your  copy  of  the  monthly  radio  guide  on  a  regular 
basis,  call  KPFT  at  526  4000  or  write  to  419  Lovelt  Blvd 
Houston.  TX  77006 

By  doing  so.  you  Incur  no  financial  obligation  whatsoever. 


Pacifica  Awarded 
HEW  Grant 

Pacifica  has  received  notification  from 
the  Department  of  Health,  Education  and 
Welfare  that  our  application  for 
$79,753.78  in  federal  funds  under  HEW's 
Educational  Broadcast  Facilities  Program 
has  been  approved. 

The  grant  will  apply  to  the  station's 
proposed  $106,338.38  facilities  ex- 
pansion program.  The  remaining 
$25,584.60  must  be  raised  by  KPFT. 

When  completed,  Pacifica's  effective 
radiated  power  will  be  double,  jumping 
from  approximately  48,000  watts  to  ap- 
proximately 97,000  watts.  The  program 
will  also  provide  the  station  with  live, 
high-quality,  stereo  remote  broadcast 
capabilities,  a  two-way  radio  system,  engi- 
neering test  equipment,  tape  recorders  and 


other  radio  tools. 

Approval  from  the  Federal  Communica- 
tions Commission  for  the  power  boost,  as 
well  as  for  the  remote  and  two-way 
frequency  allocations,  has  previously  been 
obtained. 

Joe  Bleakie,  KPFT's  Chief  Engineer 
estimates  that  the  entire  expansion  project 
could  be  in  effect  by  the  end  of  the  year. 


Sanders  Takes 
Sabbatical 

Don  Sanders  (also  known  as  Donny 
Joe),  Houston's  troubador- laureate,  is 
taking  a  much  deserved  sabbatical  from 
his  long-standing  Monday  evening  pro- 
gram on  Pacifica/KPFT. 

During  his  absence,  Larry  Foster  will 
host  the  program,  which  will  continue  to 
focus  on  local  talent. 

Sanders,  who  has  been  involved  in  the 
radio  station  since  before  it  first  signed  on 
the  air  in  1970,  left  his  listeners  an  open 
letter  explaining  his  temporary  with- 
drawal. 

That  letter  follows: 
Dear  friends  of  the  Donny  Joe  Show: 

I  need  a  break. 

During  the  past  several  months,  I've 
received  an  unusually  large  number  of  per- 
forming jobs.  In  many  ways  this  has  been 
good  for  me.  I  played  for  and  pleased  (I 
think)  people  who  were  unfamiliar  with  my 
work,  I  experienced  the  pure  pleasure  of 


playing  music  for  an  audience  and  I  re- 
ceived some  money  for  my  performances. 

At  the  same  time,  there  have  been  nega- 
tive effects  resulting  from  rarely  being  at 
home  for  more  than  24  hours.  I've  not  had 
the  feeling  of  continuity  that  I  generally 
require  to  write  songs,  work  in  my  journals 
or  practice  piano. 

My  plan  for  restoring  my  Libran  balance 
is  to  cut  back  on  my  performance  schedule 
during  the  months  of  July  and  August. 
This  will  include  taking  a  leave  of  absence 
from  the  Donny  Joe  Show. 

I'll  be  staying  close  to  home,  working 
on  songs  that  want  to  be  written.  .  .  prac- 
ticing, reading,  thinking.  .  .  generally  re- 
charging my  batteries.  The  Fates  willing, 
this  will  return  me  to  my  usual  activities, 
vigorous  and  happy,  in  September. 

Until  then,  take  good  care  of  yourselves 
and  please  continue  your  support  of  KPFT. 

Yours, 


6\ 


Don  Sanders 


Invest  in  Your  Community 


Vital  Signs 

May,  1976 

Expenditures 

Payroll 

$1755 

Payroll  taxes 

26 

Promotions 

1458 

Telephone 

1222 

Telephone  deposits 

2100 

Other  utilities 

529 

News  wire 

70 

Symphony  broadcast  expens 

es       50 

Postage 

105 

Production  supplies 

43 

Office  supplies 

114 

Travel 

228 

Engineering 

30 

Newspaper  subscriptions 

8 

Bank  charges 

8 

Loan  repayments 

50 

Accounts  payable 

651 

Total  Expenditures 

$8447 

Income 

Subscriptions 

$3664 

Donations 

145 

Loans 

3920 

T-shirt  sales 

561 

Telephone  refund 

36 

Promotions 

1500 

Total  Income 

$9826 

Total  Expenditures 

$8447 

Surplus 

$1379 

April  Deficit 

$1418 

May  Deficit 

$      39 

understanding  them,  we  have  built  the 
necessary  base  to  begin  solving  them. 

We  keep  this  goal  of  community  un- 
derstanding in  mind  not  only  during 
our  Public  Affairs  and  News  thrust,  but 
in  our  music  thrust  as  well.  Nowhere 
else  in  Houston  can  you  be  exposed  to 
a  wider  range  of  cultural  expression 
than  on  KPFT.  We  regularly  broadcast 
jazz,  classical,  rock,  blues,  folk,  elec- 
tronic, salsa,  reggae  and  other  ethnic 
musical  forms. 

Why?  Because  just  as  in  our  News 
and  Public  Affairs  programming,  where 
we  expose  listeners  to  the  ideas  and 
ideals  of  different  community  seg- 
ments, our  music  programming  phi- 
losophy allows  us  to  expose  our  aud- 
ience to  the  different  cultural  heritages 
that  combined,  make  up  the  total  com- 
munity. 

Let's  listen  to  each  other  —  listen  to 
each  other's  problems,  ideas  and  cul- 
tural expression.  Pacifica  Radio 
(KPFT)  is  and  can  continue  to  be  the 


Pacifica  Radio  (KPFT)  is  a  unique 
community  asset  for  Houston. 

Many  cities  in  this  country,  particu- 
larly the  older  ones,  have  fallen  prey  to 
the  pitfalls  of  poor  planning  which  have 
led  to  a  general  decay  in  both  the  physi- 
cal and  social  environments. 

Consequently,  citizens  have  become 
alienated.  Some  citizens  have  had  the 
means  to  escape  the  concrete  jungles 
of  the  older  Northern  cities.  Many  of 
them  continue  to  flock  to  booming 
Houston  in  droves.  Unfortunately, 
most  of  the  Northern  urbanites  cannot 
feel  their  dying  cities,  and  are  forced  to 
continue  living  a  deteriorating  exist- 
ence, alienated  from  both  their  physi- 
cal environment  and  the  mainstream  of 
society. 

To  be  sure,  Houston,  a  thriving 
boomtown,  has  special  problems  of  its 
own.  But  in  comparison  to  the  decaying 
North,  life  in  Houston  remains  rela- 
tively livable.  We  haven't  yet  totally  de- 
stroyed the  local  eco-system,  and  the 
community  as  a  whole  is  still  fairly 
friendly.  The  artificial  walls  separating 
different  segments  of  the  Northern 
communities  are  not  yet  apparent  in 
Houston. 

Our  task,  as  Houston  lives  out  its 
formative  years,  is  to  ensure  that  we 
will  not  be  beset  by  the  problems  now 
wreaking  havoc  in  the  Detroits,  Cleve- 
lands  and  New  Yorks  of  this  country. 

To  do  this,  we  must  fight  against  in- 
tra-community  isolation.  We  must 
learn  to  listen  to  each  other  —  to  know 
and  understand  the  problems  of  our 
neighbors.  This  is  what  Pacifica  can  do 
for  Houston. 

By  freely  airing  the  various  views  of 
different  segments  of  the  community, 
no  matter  how  unpopular  those  views 
might  be,  Pacifica  provides  a  much-  I  Regular  supporters  of  Pacifica/KPFT  are  entitled  to  all  the  benefits  of  the  I 
needed  community  forum.  By  listening  a  KPFT  Supporter  ID.  Card.  All  contributions  are  tax  deductible 
to  each  other's  particular  problems,  we 
can  begin  to  understand  them.  And  by 


vehicle  for  the  community  communica- 
tion Houston  needs  to  avoid  the  prob- 
lems which  already  threaten  to  destroy 
many  other  American  communities. 

This  community  radio  station  can 
retain  its  freedom  only  by  remaining 
unhampered  by  commercial  re- 
strictions. Broadcasting  outlets  which 
survive  through  commercial  advertis- 
ing must  appeal  to  a  "lowest  common 
denominator"  in  order  to  gather  the 
greatest  number  of  listeners  possible. 
At  KPFT,  however,  the  station's  spon- 
sors are  those  station  listeners  who  be- 
lieve that  their  community  needs  the 
forum  KPFT  provides  for  divergent 
community  opinons. 

These  listener-sponsors  support 
KPFT  because  it  is  an  investment  for 
their  community.  Perhaps  when  all  is 
said  and  done  ...  when  some  future 
civilization  digs  us  up  and  analyzes  our 
community  ...  perhaps  they  will  find 
that  the  institutionalization  of  a  free 
and  open  community,  dialogue  pro- 
vided by  KPFT  was  in  fact,  Houston's 
most  valuable  community  asset. 

Isn't  it  time  you  became  a  Pacifica 
listener-sponsor  and  made  your  contri- 
bution to  the  community  investment? 


r 
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i 
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i 
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do  my  part   to  support   Houston's   community  in- 

per  month  and 


Yes.  I   will 
vestment. 

I  pledge  to  send  Pacifica  (KPFT)  $ 
become  a  listener-sponsor. 

I  would  like  to  volunteer  some  of  my  time  and  energy  to  support 
community  radio. 

I  would  like  to  introduce  my  friends  and  neighbors  to  the  impor- 
tance of  supporting  Pacifica  (KPFT)  as  a  community  investment. 
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Please  clip  and  mail  to  Pacifica/KPFT.  419  Lovett  Blvd.,  Houston.  TX  77006. 


